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How we teach it!
Five key principles underpin the teaching in all Read Write Inc. 
Sessions

Purpose – know the purpose of every activity and share it with the children, so 
they know the one thing they should be thinking about.

Participation – ensure every child participates throughout the lesson. 
Partnership work is fundamental to learning.

Praise – ensure children are praised for effort and learning, not ability.

Pace – teach at an effective pace and devote every moment to teaching and 
learning.

Passion – be passionate about teaching so children can be engaged emotionally.



Set 1 A/B/C

Children that are in the Set 1 A/B 
groups are just concentrating on 

these sounds. They are learning to 
recognise the sounds and to 
pronounce them correctly.



When children are in this group,  they will 
be still reviewing the Set 1 sounds but will 
also be oral blending. The ability to blend 
sounds into words (oral blending) is a vital 
prerequisite skill for spelling and reading.

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=dEzfpod5w_Q

Set 1 C

Children in Set 1 A/B/C groups will 
take home the Sound Blending books.



Here the child should be Fred Talking 
(decoding) and blending the words.

Reading Sound Blending books

c-a-p   cap

It is written twice so that the child 
can check to see if they were 
correct. They repeat the word.



When children are in this group, they are still 
reviewing the Set 1 sounds and practising oral blending. 
They are also beginning to read simple cv or cvc words 

through FRED TALK.

Ditty Group

Children in this group will take 
home a Ditty sheet to read.



Here the child needs to practise the 
sounds at the top of the page then 
Fred talk (decode) and blend the 

corresponding words. There are also 
two RED words. 

These words have unusual letter 
combinations which are difficult to 

sound out. They are our tricky 
words/common exception words.

The child is then ready to read the 
simple captions below.

Reading Ditty Sheets



In this group the children will be still reviewing Set 1 sounds but will 
be focusing on the special friends.

What we mean by special friends are sounds that are 
made up of more than one letter:

qu  ch  sh  th  nk  ng

They also begin to FRED TALK words with these 
sounds in and ccvc words.

Red Group

Children in this group will 
take home a Red book to read.



Reading Red Books

The child has now progressed to books and uses 
their phonic knowledge and decoding/blending 

techniques to work out the words. You can also 
begin to ask simple comprehension questions – 

Where did the dog go first? On the bed.



Set 2 sounds
After RED are GREEN and PURPLE groups. Here they will 
learn the Set 2 sounds, but they will also be still reviewing 

Set 1 sounds.

They will be learning to FRED TALK words with these sounds 
in, FRED TALK nonsense words (ready for the phonics 

screening check) and practise speedy reading (sight reading) 
in order to improve fluency.

Children in this group 
will take home either a Green or 

Purple book to read.



Reading Green/Purple books

You can see the progression of the books and now the child is 
expected to read more challenging Set 1 sounds. The child still 
decodes and blends using FRED TALK, but it is at this level that 
you encourage the child to sight read (FRED IN HEAD). Ask the 
child questions about the text as well – What word is used to 

describe the pup? Fat



Set 3 sounds

After GREEN and PURPLE are PINK,ORANGE 
and YELLOW. Here they will learn the Set 3 

sounds, but they will also be still reviewing Set 2 
sounds.

They will be learning to FRED TALK words 
with these sounds in, FRED TALK nonsense words 

(ready for the phonics screening check) 
and practise speedy reading (sight reading) in 

order to improve fluency ready for the next level. 
The speedy reading words will be mainly Set 2 and 

harder Set 1 words.

We will be expecting the children to sight read 
more words at this stage!



Reading these books
By Yellow books the text becomes more detailed, They 

include multi-syllabic and Set 2 words. The child is 
expected to sight read most words at this level and be 

able to answer questions about the text including 
retrieve, inference and prediction questions. There are 

example questions at the back of the books to help 
you.



Set 3 sounds
After PINK,ORANGE and YELLOW are BLUE and 

GREY. Here they carry on learning the Set 3 sounds, 
and still review the Set 2 sounds.

They will be still FRED TALKING words with these 
sounds in, FRED TALKING nonsense words (ready for 

the phonics screening check) but now they will be 
really focusing more on speedy reading (sight 

reading) in order to improve their fluency even more. 
They will be exploring multi-syllabic words and be using 

their phonic knowledge to work them out.

Children in this group will take home 
either a Blue or Grey book to read.



Reading these books

At blue and grey level, the child should be able to read 
fluently, only decoding/blending much trickier words. They 
should be using expression and following the punctuation 
when they are reading. At the end of these books there 

are also comprehension questions for you to ask your child.



Phonics expectations



Phonics expectations



Phonics expectations
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