
Welcome to 

Heronshaw School

Inspire-Grow-Achieve



Heronshaw Values

Community

Success

Challenge

Kindness
Friendship

Respect

Honesty

Our core values are 

explored, celebrated 

and weaved through 

our curriculum. Through 

our values we aim to 

build determined, 

respectful and 

responsible citizens able 

to contribute to their 

school and wider 

community.



Our Unique Provision

• Our learning environment 

is organised into areas 

of continuous provision 

providing the children with 

opportunities for child-initiated 

learning both indoors

and outdoors.

• Our learning environments 

are designed to 

promote independence and 

curiosity. The learning

environments are carefully 

enhanced to ensure 

that children can practise 

and apply.

• The adults will share ideas, 

set uncapped challenges and 

support and scaffold where

appropriate ‘in the moment’



Our Curriculum

Our Unique Provision

• We recognise that young children do not 

necessarily learn in a linear way and plan 

to deliver a broad and 

balanced curriculum that touches on 

all aspects across the year, based on the 

observations of children’s play and what 

their interests are.

• This appears in the 

weekly enhancements to the 

continuous provision, as well as in the 

adult-led focused work and group-

time work. The characteristics 

of effective teaching and learning sit at 

the heart of our curriculum offer and are 

included in our ongoing assessments of 

children.

Our Curriculum = the child!



In Foundation we 

follow the 'Early Years 

Framework' which 

is separated into seven 
areas of learning;

Areas of learning





Our School Day
 Morning routine

Colour monsters

Date/Calendar

Special day

Daily phonics

Provision



Our school day

 Afternoon routine

Register

Number songs – 5 speckled frogs, 5 little ducks among others, this 

links to understanding numbers up to 5 and the composition of the 

numbers which leads into our next unit of work following the WRM 

scheme.

Provision –

News and topic

Story time



Why is reading important?





Our reading promise…
At Heronshaw we promise to inspire and enrich children’s vocabulary and immerse them into

a text rich environment within the school. To grow and develop this further our ever-evolving

reading spine and year group reading trees offer a range of books to ignite discussion in the

classroom. These books reflect important topics in our community and wider society, with

many focusing on the 9 protected characteristics; allowing a diverse and rich range of texts to

be shared in class. A daily timetabled 'story time' slot enables our children to share a calming,

thought provoking story; learning not only to enjoy reading alone, but being read

to; achieving the culture of ‘just one more page/ chapter’ from each child.



Read Write Inc. provides a structured and systematic 
approach to teaching phonics. Children in Foundation Stage and 
KS1 take part in a 30 minutes Phonics lesson every day.



• First the children are taught one way of representing the 44 
main sounds and then go on to learn the alternative spelling.

• Read Write Inc. introduces the simple Speed Sounds (one 
sound, one grapheme) with Speed Sounds Set 1 and Set 2. 
They then learn more ways of writing the same sounds with the 
complex Speed Sounds Set 3 (e.g. they will be taught the sound 
‘ay’ as in ‘play’ and they will then look at the sound ‘a-e’ as in 
‘cake’ which is the same sound, different spelling)

• Once children know the first set of Speed Sounds, they are 
ready to read the first Storybooks.





Reading Records

Please fill in your child's reading record, with a simple
initial to show they have read at home every day!

Each week your child's reading record will
be checked and they shall we awarded stars to build
towards their bronze/ silver/ gold certificate.

Every 5 reads they will be entered into a raffle to win
a reading prize twice a term!

Support your child's reading by posing questions about
the book; some questions are on the VIPERS
bookmarks.



Writing
Each week will focus on a key text-

Children are encouraged to discuss key features of the book such as author 

and illustrator

When we begin group work, the children begin to verbalising ideas and 

sentences together.

Lots of modelling and shared writing by the teacher

Grandma Fantastic -

'Being a writer' in provision will earn children

rewards points, no matter their level of writing

We support children in pencil grip and pencil 

control.

Playdough and finger strengthening

exercises all help support writing



Maths
Maths is embedded throughout our provision –
opportunities to access maths are available in 

each classroom, the shared area, and outside.

White Rose Maths is used as a guide to 

plan maths to ensure curriculum coverage 

and consistency throughout the school.

Formal lessons adopt the CPA approach 

throughout foundation and into KS1.

Children are encouraged to talk about what they 

notice when engaged in a maths activity using 

mathematical vocabulary. This builds skills of 

reasoning and problem solving.



School Clubs

Heronshaw school offers a wide range of after school clubs to all of our 

children. We work with multiple external coaches and sports 

companies that visit our school and offer clubs that are of interest to 

our children. We have had successful taster days with Junior Jam and 

a violin presentation last week.

A lot of the clubs that we provide are of children's interest and we are 

always changing the clubs to engage children to gain new 

experiences and skills. The clubs have been very beneficial to 

children's self-confidence and self-esteem as well as keeping them 

healthy and active.

Opportunities have been created for children to build relationships

with their peers through teamwork and social interaction leading to 

strong friendship groups. The social interaction boosts communication

skills as children work together to achieve the same goal.



Attendance
T

•DFE guidance states that children who have poor attendance do achieve less 

in both Primary and Secondary school.

•National expectation 96%

•95% attendance =9 days off school

•90% attendance =19 days off school

•85% attendance =29 days off school

•80% attendance = 38 days off school

•There are 175 non-school days a year for holidays, celebrations, cultural 
experiences and family time.

•We understand that children are sometimes poorly- if they just have 

a sniffle/cold then please send them to school and we will call you if we feel 

they are too unwell.

•Regular attendance information/letters/meetings run throughout the year and 

support will be offered to families who have poor attendance.

•Please call school in the morning if your child is not going to be in 

and every following day they are off- this prevents us from making unnecessary 

home visits.



Parents evenings

•2 parent's evenings (October & March) in which you will 

receive information about their wellbeing at school, their 

curriculum levels and targets for the next term.

•1 end of year report in July.

•Open door policy/emails

•We aim to have parent evening bookings through MCAS app



How to support from home
• Read every day- listen to your child and read to your child- this is important too!

Sing nursery rhymes

Encourage independence with toileting and dressing

Encourage your child to write or 'mark make' at home-give them a purpose for writing-

making a list for the shopping, writing a card for a family member.

Look for numbers in the environment- on doors, on numberplates etc

Encourage your child to try to write their name- make it fun- write with chalk, paint, 

magnetic letters, letters in the bath!

Practise counting things out together- use pieces of fruit, raisins, sweets, cars, 

Lego...whatever they are interested!

Make sure your child gets a good night's sleep before school and has breakfast.



General reminders

• Reminder – we have 
snack available throughout the 
day and we provide fruit and 
vegetables at school.

• No nuts.

• Labelling everything

• PE days Mondays and Thursday

• Call the office or email the 
class teacher if absent

• Water bottle every day

• Spare clothes to keep at school



Communication

• My Child At School- all 
communication will be through this.

• Our website is full of 

curriculum information and details 
of policies

• Facebook and Twitter

• Open door policy

• Parental feedback is valuable –
please speak to your child's 

class teacher or Mrs Outtram (Head of 
School) if you have any questions.



SWAY – How to keep in touch



ARC PATHWAY

• Our new system to track 

children's progress and 

identify next steps which are 

individual to them.

• Has the capability to 

share pivotal learning with 

parents.

• We will share more on this as 

soon as we are able to.



How to support our school

• Friends of Heronshaw PTA

Speak to Mrs Zastron or Mrs Outtram if 

you are keen to help out!




