
           Overview of learning for Autumn 1 half term (Year 2) 

This autumn term our focus is on a robust recovery curriculum to support your child in making rapid and sustained progress in 

school. Following on from the impact of Covid-19, we have created this guide to highlight the essential skills that will be taught 

and how you can support your child at home to reinforce the learning. 

Subject 
area 

Key skills and knowledge we will be 
learning 

Ideas to support at home 

 
Reading  
 
 

 This year we have changed the way we have levelled 
the reading books.  Your child will take home one 
book per week that is based on their current phonics 
level.  They are to read this book approximately 5 
times during the week. In addition to this your child 
may take home as many “chatty” books that have 
been categorized into different subjects. They will 
also bring home a phonics book which will help 
consolidate the sounds they are learning in their 
phonics group that week. 

☺ Oxford Owl online e-books.  These are 

levelled in the colour bands so children 

can access books at their current level. 

This can be found here 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/  

☺ Share books together and talk about the 

story, the characters, the setting and any 

interesting events. 

☺ Read with your child at least 5 times a 

week to support their fluency and word 

understanding.  

☺ Read the year 2 common exception words 

at speed. How quickly can you get through 

them all?  Flashcards can be found here 

https://monsterphonics.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/09/Free-Year-2-

Common-Exception-Word-Flashcards-

unprotected.pdf  and a wordmat here 

https://themumeducates.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/03/common-

exception-words-mat.pdf 
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Writing 
 
 

 

This half term the children will be focusing on the text 
George and the Dragon. Through this text the children will 
be focusing on: 
 

Handwriting  – consistency of size and shape ready for 

joining 

Sentence construction – sentences that make sense and 

have a capital letter and a full stop. 

 

 

Handwriting of the children’s spellings for the 

week and the English homework gives 

opportunity for writing sentences where 

handwriting can be a focus. 

 

Children can write simple sentences about 

real life events they have done at home.  

Encourage them to formulate their own 

sentences thinking about the construction of 

the sentence.  Can they add an adjective to 

make their sentences more interesting. 

Can they write a sentence that has a capital 

letter. 

 

 

 
Maths 
 
 

 This half term the children will be focusing on number 
and place value.  The children will be working with 
numbers up to 100.  They need to understand the 
value of each number and how each number is made 
up of tens and ones.  They will be learning to partition 
numbers into tens and ones and will be using a variety 
of resources to consolidate their skill and 
understanding of this concept.   

 Children will be consolidating their knowledge of the 
2x, 5x and 10x tables. 

 

☺ WhiteRose home learning videos which 

can be found here 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning

/year-2/   

☺ Practice your rolling numbers in 2, 5, 10’s 
as you walk up and down the stairs  

☺ Real life maths experiences like telling the 

time and working with money.. 

☺ BBC Supermovers – get active to learn 

and revise your times tables 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermover

s/ks1-maths-collection/z6v4scw  

☺ Practice your maths fluency with snappy 

maths http://www.snappymaths.com/  

 

 
Non-core 
 
 

Science Science 
 
Our Scientists can extend their knowledge 
further by investigating a range of natural and 
man-made materials in their local environment.  
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This half term our Scientists will be exploring Everyday 
Materials and their properties. 
 
Through scientific enquiry they will name, identify and 
investigate a range of everyday materials such as wood, 
metal, plastic, glass, rubber, brick, rock, paper, fabric and 
card. 
 
Their investigations will lead our Scientists to classify 
materials, sort them into groups; identifying which materials 
are suitable and unsuitable for different purposes. Through 
comparing the range of materials, the children will make 
predictions and record results highlighting their conclusions 
as they experiment with materials best suited to construct a 
nappy.  
 
 

Go to a local park or woodland to collect 
resources and investigate the properties of 
natural resources such as stone, wood, leaves, 
brick and rock.  
 
Why not try to make a den? Which materials 
would be best suited to building the walls and 
creating a shelter? What man-made materials 
would enhance the den to ensure it was 
waterproof? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 History 

 

Our Historians will develop enquiry skills and an awareness 
of the past by exploring the events of The Great Fire of 
London this half term. 
 
Exploring resources from the time period the children will 
use their investigative skills to gain an awareness of the key 
features of this historic event. They will map out the key 
moments leading up to the Great Fire of London, plotting 
these on a timeline, as well as discovering the key figures 
involved in documenting the Great Fire. Through 
investigating past events our Historians will be able to 

History 
 
To develop their curiosity further at home 
children could further investigate the events 
leading up to the Great Fire of London. Children 
could link to their Science curriculum by 
highlighting the materials most used for buildings 
and transport in 1666 and analysing were these 
best suited to their purpose? 
 
Our Historians could work at home on 
sequencing events on a timeline by creating their 
own personal timeline of their lives at home, 
including key moments in their history such as 
births of siblings, family pets, weddings, family 
holidays and so on.  
 



enhance their understanding of the key differences between 
life in 1666 to present day. 
 

Should the children wish they could work to 
enhance their reporting skills and linking to their 
knowledge of History by writing a report for a 
newspaper on the events of The Great Fire of 
London. 

 

 


